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To the REA DER. 


8 the following Charge was. not Ps * 
1 figned for publication, it may be 
neceſſary to inform the Reader why it is 

now made public. £ 
The Author, when at Bath, RW” " 
preſſing invitation to engage in the Ordi- 
nation of the Rev. J. B. Accordingly he 
| arrived in Town two days before hat on 
» Which the Ordination was to be performed. 
Ihn the firſt of theſe, the following Thoughts 
were committed to paper in the ſame or- ; 
3] der and dreſs in which they now appear: 3 
When he fat. J in his Study, a defire 4 4 : 
| 5 | 5 15 to count ve himſelf to God, an by ſerious- {none " 
. counſels to do good to the young Miniſter, % 
were the cal motives which, he hopes,” 
inſſuenced his mind. 440 i; _ 
But his affectionate ot well-meant En- He; : 4 


deavour have had various comments put 
ok ( 1 5 up 


4-7] 
upon them; ſome of which have been 
very contrary to that candor which 
the Goſpel inſpires. The milreprelenta-. 
tions which the want of memory, or good 
temper may have occaſioned, do not 
amount, even to © inſect vexations, with 
reſpect to the Author's feelings. But ſome 
of his friends have been differently affect- 

ed, and have ſo repeatedly intreated him 

to allow the public to judge of his guilt 
or 1nnocence, that he has (though not 
„ Without reluctance) conſented. - Their 
ſolicitude he attributes to the partiality of 
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Friendſhip, and thanks them for wiſhing 
to wipe off what an improper ſpirit has 
thrown upon him. He is not ſolicitous to 
dd it himſelf: nor would he have done 

any thing in his own defence; but per- 
formed friendly offices, when opportunity 
Offered, for the perſons who have ſpoken 
unhandſomely of hig 


by 
fx 


I The production of a ſingle day, haſtily _ 
© written (not but the approaching ſervice 
had been previouſly thi | i 
= Author's way home) muſt he 
= objections, when viewed by the eye, even 

=_ - of the moſt candid and indulgent Critic. 
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It muſt be remembered that the Au- 


chor makes no pretenſion to an ability 
= for diſplaying logical accuracy in argu- 
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ment, or writing in a Virgilian ſtyle. 


This honeft and unadorned effuſion was 
deſigned only to communicate informa- 


tion, and impreſs the heart. And it will 


not Fail to do that in @ ſerious hour, when 


the mind is uninflamed with party-zeal, 


and feels itſelf liberated from the ſhackles 


of a falſe ſyſtem. 


As the Charge was ſpoken without the 
aid of Notes, there may be a few exprel- 
lions in the following pages that were 
omitted in the public delivery, and ſome 
wanting that were then uttered. But, the 
Author is certain the omiſſions are few; 
becauſe (deviating from his uſual manner) 
he had before written che Charge at full 
length. 


"This tribute is 4 to the wiſhes of 


3 F riends, and given to the Public as a hum 
ble Teſtimony to Truth; with prayer for 
its uſefulneſs to the God and Father of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, * of whom, and — | 


whom, and to whom are all things: 
= whom be glory for ever.” Amen. 


ien! 


e = i, CHARGE, 


1 I thought, this Aﬀſembly e me to make Kath 
an A nology, for undertaking the performance [1 
ol fo ditingutthed a part in the ſervice of this day, -- 
I ſhould ay. one inducement was, the importunity 
of my young Brother, and Comme of his Friends, 
He is peculiarly. intereſted in this branch of the 
Ordination Service, and had a right, therefore, 
in conjunction with his Friends, to chooſe the 
Miniſter who ſhould perform it. 

For every duty, there are perſons, fit and 
leſs fit. I confider myſelf leſs fit than many 
of thoſe Miniſters upon whoſe heads time has 
ſcattered a filver froſt. But though leſs qualified 
than the more aged and experienced, I do not tell 

ou that I am zotally incapable ; for had I thought 
Fo you would not have ſeen me in this ſacred Deſk 
on the preſent occaſion. I ſay, not totally inca- 
pable: for my imagination has traced a ſimilitude 
between my former circumſtances and theſe of wy 
Brother at preſent. : = 

Like bim I entered very early in life into the 44 
Miniſtry ; having for more than twelve years, had : 
this grace given to preach the unſearchable riches 
of Chrilt ; 5 ſeven years withi months have 2,. 2 


| . moral . and philo! Nan 
© NO materials for inn dury u were collected in that . receſs, 


++ 


had the paſtoral care of a Church. If 1 diſtantly 


hint at the defects, dangers, and temptations, which 
have attended me in the ſpace of time mentioned, 
by way of caulion, it may prove a word in ſeaſon. 
Like my Reverend Brother, I ſucceeded at the 
Weigh- Houſe, thoſe who in their day were men of 
learning. wiſdom, and venerable piety. I under- 
took with fear and trembling. the important office 
of a Paſtor; but hitherto, through the grace of 
God, and the prayers of a candid, benevolent, and 
barmonious Society, I continue ſpeaking the 


things which Moſes and the Prophets did jay ſhould 
come to paſs. This qualifies me to ſpeak the lan- 


guage of Encouragement, as well as Caution, Let 
ens then ſuthce by way of Apology. 


; "My WORTHY BroTHER, 
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been pleaſed to beſtow. I confider your calling 
me to this Duty, as a proof of the candor and 

erality of your mind; for you know, Sir, that 
1 labour under ſome reputed diſadvantages. I 


came not from our diffenting Athens; I came from 
Nazareth. ö What 1 have to 1 therefore, will 


e 5 not 
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4 The Author Woer was at Homerton or any sg PR He | 
When eighteen years of age, he went to a ſeminary at Trevecca, un. 


der the patronage of Lady Huntingdon, where with the help of a pioug 
and diligent Tutor, he revived that acquaintance with the Lan 


Which he had cultivated for five years at a good Ge ; 


when a Boy, He ſpent. the moſt part of four years and three uarterg 


Jes, in their various ramifications. If 


* SEEING you have thought proper to 


invite me to this momentous ſervice, I ſhall ad- 
dreſs myſelf to it with ſuch ability as God has | 


at Trevecca, and in that a reeable ſolitude had the unreſtrained uſe of 
7 ten by the beſt Authors on theological” | 


not be fetched from an academical ſyſtem, formed 


by others for indiſcriminate adoption ; but from 
my own reading, experience, and ſome obſerva- 
tions made on the living world. 8 
It is uſual to read a text of Scripture as the 
ground of an Ordination Charge: allow me then 
to recommend to your ſerious conſideration, 
| 2 Timothy ii. 15. 

Sludy to ſhew thyſelf approved unto God, a workman that 

needeth not te be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word 
of Iruth. Ns 5 „ 
Here you are directed to make it your diligent 


* 


endeavour, whenever you preſent yourſelf before 
God, in any of the duties of your office, (whatever 


men may judge of you and your ſervices) to aim 
at the approbation of God ; diſtributing with pru- 


dence and fidelity to each of your hearers his pro- 
per ſhare of Inſtruttion, Reproof, and Encou« 


Should I, in the enſuing Addreſs, ſpeak in what 
may ſeem a magiſterial tone, it will be without 


deſign; for I wiſh you, Sir, to remember that 
what I advance, I mean not to ob!rude, but offer ; 
not to difate, but rather ſubmit. 


with ſo many helps, it muſt be attributed to indolence, not to any de- 
fe& in the prqviſion made for improvement, by the illuſtrious and ge- 
nerous Foundreſs of that religious Seminary, The Writer of this, 
originally intended to have taken Orders in the Church of England; 
but happening to read Mr. Towgood's (never-confuted) Letters, the 


contents conſtrained him (though not without many ſtruggles with 


early prejudice, ) to relinquiſh his firſt plan, and claſs with Non-con- 
formiſts, being one from Convidtion ; That Conviction fill exiſts in 
his mind in its full force; or what he has ſeen of the temper of Dif- 
enters (excepting his own immediate connection and ſome amiable 


individuals out of it, with whom he is acquainted, both among the 


_ Clergy and Laity who have learnt to diſſent with decency and dignity, 


as well as order) would make him fly again to the boſom of that 


Eſtabliſhment which cheriſhed him in the novitiate of his Chriſtianity. 


I. I ſhall 
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1. I ſhall lead your thoughts to the Duty of a 
Miniſter, who aims at being approved of God. 
His Duty is T4ghtly to preach the Word of Truth.” 

(1.) The matter of his preaching is the Word of 
Tru i: that revelation which is true, and diſcovers 
God's infallible method of ſaving ſinners. Thas 
is the truth to which our Saviour came to bear 
_ witneſs, and of which he is the grand Scope. In 
order to your. Sermons being ſcriptural, two 
things muſt be interwoven in every Diſcourſe ; 
Cukisr and the Hory SpIRIT. God's way of 
redeeming and ſaving mankind, is by giving his 
Son for. them, and his Spirit zo them. All doc- 
trines, privileges, and duties, muſt be conſidered 
in their relation to the perſon and offices of Chriſt. 
Doctrine is important and efficacious, as it relates 
to him. Every privilege has its value and per- 
manence from him. Every duty muſt have Chriſt 
for its Principle, Pattern, Altar, and End, or it is 
ot evangelical. . „ 8 
The divine Spirit muſt not be ſlighted in your 
Miniſtry: he ſuſtains and executes a ſtated office 
in the Church, John xvi. 8. 13. Our due per- 
ception of the Doctrines of Chriſtianity depends 
on him, as a © Syirit of Wiſdom and Revelation.” 
Our enjoyment of. chriſtian privileges, in their 
certainty and ſweetneſs, depends on him as a 
Witneſs and Comforter. Our vigor and con- 
ſtancy in duty are maintained by Nis continued 
ſuccours. This being the teſtimony of the Word 
of Truth concerning God's way of ſalvation, never 
preach a Sermon which does not lay it open to 
your hearers; for perhaps you may always have 
one auditor who never did hear the Goſpel before, 


E 

or one who may never hear it again. Be deter- 
mined then not to know any thing among your 

people, /ave Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified. | 
(2.) The text ſpeaks of the Duty of a divinely 
approved Miniſter as to Manner. He muſt r7:ghtly 

divide the Word of Truth; that is, he muſt, 
1. Preach plainly and /aithfully : plainly, but not 
coarſely. Truth loves to be neat, but not gaudy. 
Let your language be intelligible : avoid the ex- 
tremes of magnificence and meanneſs. Never 
borrow Metaphors from coarſe occupations, or 
any of the low and uncleanly occurrences of life. 
Say nothing that may excite either levity or con- 
tempt in the minds of your hearers. = 5 
Preach faithfully : Conſider the ſins and dangers 

of your own ea Do not preach as to perſons 
who lived in the laſt Century, or to thoſe beyond 
the Atlantic; but to people in the pews before 
you. Be particular; for the ſermon which is 
preached to every body is preached to nobody. 
Preach to your hearers, and not before them only. 
2. Deliver your meſſage affettonately ; then you 
will 1:ghtly diſtribute the Word, as to the /pi7:t of 
our manner; * Speak the truth in love.” You 
will meet with oppoſers, and their oppoſition will 
be ſuch, as is manifeſtly under the conduct of a 
 tGiery, envious, or malicious ſpirit, But do not 
retaliate on them in their own way. The /ervant 
of the Lord muſt not ſtrive ; but be gentle unto all 
men, fatient ; in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe who op- 
poſe themſelues : if God, peradventure, will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth.” Speak 
in the ſpirit of love, and then your moſt pointed 
rebukes will ſucceed. They may operate unkindly 
. „ when 


E. 0 Þ 
when firſt given, like ſome powerful, but falutary 
medicines; but you will find Solomon's words veri- 
fed, © He who rebuketh a man, afterwards ſhall find 
more /avor than he who flattereth with the tongue. / 

3. To diſtribute rightly the word of truth, is to 
preach wiſely, When you ſtand up to- publiſh 
God's meſſages of mercy, remember you addreſs 
Men, creatures who poſleſs the power of reaſoning; 
let your arguments be juſt and ſtrong. They have 
memories; throw not a heap of good things before 
your hearers in diſorder ; but aim at a diſtinct 
method (fall not into the plan of effay-preachers) 
and let it appear to your Auditors. A diſcourſe 

without arrangement of thought cannot be remem- 
| bered and digeſted in the cloſet. Preaching wi/ely 
includes the leading of your hearers into the whole 
and every branch of Truth and Duty. Beware of 
confining yourſelf to a favourite topic (as is the 
manner of ſome ;) but walk with your people 
through the jand of revelation, in the length and 
breadth of it. Survey the grand whole, or your 
hearers will be weak in underſtanding, and defec- 
tive in practice. To preach wz/ely is to know where 
to be confident, and where to abate in confidence. 
Let the ſtreſs you lay on every ſubje& be propor- 
tioned to its evidence and importance. Improve 
Occurrences. We live in a world of unceaſin 
Viciſſitudes, and the changes which take place, 
with reſpe&t to individuals and families, often give 
the wiſe Teacher an opportunity of enforcing, with 
peculiar advantage, ſome truth of God. Laſtly, 
you will iſely diſpenſe the Word when you deliver 
„it with holy fervor; To ſpeak with lifeleſs lips; 
Vith cold language, and a careleſs air, when ſent 
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to recover immortal ſouls from the brink of ever- 
laſting Death, is the height of folly. The warmth 
of the Merchant, when vending his goods; the 
zeal of the. Counſelior in the cauſe of his client ; 
the tranſport of the patriotic Senator, yea, even 
the impaſhoned effuſions of the tragic or comic 
Muſe, reproach, in cutting accents, the frozen 
manner, and the cold correètneſs of many who 
preach the goſpel. I do not mean by an animated 
Addreſs, that you ſhould throw yourſelf into the 
antic poſtures of a Buffoon, or utter the vocifer- 
ous yell of Bedlam; but that important things 

| ſhould be ſpoken of in a manner correſponding 
with their tremenduous importance. 

4. He is a workman who needeth not to be aſham- 
ed, who enforces his ſermons by a holy and prudent 
conduct, in his intercourſe with the Church and with 
the World. A holy ſermon laſts but an hour ; but 
a a holy life is a continued ſermon, Some perſons: 
have exerciſed many diſtinguiſhed gifts, as 

Preachers, and have acted ſo licentiouſly in com- 
mon life, that it has occaſioned the ſevere ſar- 
caſm which doubtleſs you have heard, viz. © That 
when in the pulpit they ought never to come 
out; and when out they ought never to go in again.” 
The character of a Miniſter is nearly as delicate 
as that of a female; to be ſuſpected only is almoſt 
to be guiliy. .. | | 

_ Go before your flock in the practice of all holy 
duties. O man of God ! flees youthful luſts, and 
follow righteouſneſs, faith, charity, and peace with 
them who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 
And ſee that you add prudence to holineſs.” 
There is a behaviour in the common intercourſes 
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1 
of life, which may not indeed make men guilty in 
the ſight of God ; but it renders them contemptible 
among men; take heed that your uſefulneſs be not 
clogged by forming imprudent connections, or b 
any imprudent actions. Trace the poſſible remote 
conſequences of every important ſtep before you 


take it. Keep in your recollection the advice of 


the Town-Clerk at Epheſus, © Do nothing raſily.“ 
Dignity of character is neceſſary in a public 
Teacher : and remember, there never was dignity 
without prudence. — Mie, 


II. I proceed, ſecondly, To give ſome direc- 
tions to alſiſt you in ſupporting the character, and 
In performing the duty mentioned in the text. 

* A Miniſter approved of God, a workman who 
needeth not to be aſhamed.* „ 

1. Diligently cultivate perſonal religion. Con- 
tent not yourſelf with official piety. Do not ſtudy 
your Bible, as a Lawyer does a will, merely to un- 
derſtand its meaning; but as an Heir who reads at 
once a deſcription of his inheritance, and his title 
to it. There are I fear, Miniſters who reſt in a 
public religion. They live in the eyes and minds 
of others; but not to God, to their own conſciences. 
to their own ſatisfattion in private. There are 
hearers who live upon hearing ; and there are 
preachers who live upon preaching. Their reli- 

ion conſiſts in a readineſs for thoſe duties; but 
alas! their hearts are alienated from the liſe of God. 
Perſonal religion is neceſſary to the comfortable 
diſcharge of miniſterial duty. V 

2. Labour to maintain purity of intention in 
your work as a Miniſter; this will extinguiſh, in 

5 | a Med» 
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them; nay, ſo loſt is he ſometimes to the gravity 


E 


1 meaſure, that deſire which young men have of 
popular applauſe. It will prevent pedantry in the 
_ Pulpit and elſewhere. A ſteady regard to the 


* honor which cometh from above, will not allow 


you to court or buy the honors of approving Uni- 


verſities which you have never ſeen. It will mor- 
tify in you the vain ambition of being called Rabbz, 
Aiming at the glory of God will ſuppreſs the fear 

of man, and enable you to reprove the wealthy 
and liberal ſubſcriber, with as much freedom as the 
penſioner on your bounty. You will hereby be 


ſaved alſo from Envy (that ſaw of the mind) ſo 


that when Miniſters rife up in the decays of your 
generation, as you have in the laſt, whoſe talents 
may eclipſe yours, envious ſpeeches will not be 
heard falling from your lips. You will rejoice in 
the gifts and ſucceſſes of others. With well di- 


reſted motives you will now riſe in the morning of 


life without pride, and you will ſet in the evening 
of it without being envious or querulous on account 
of the growing reputation of thoſe who mult in- 
creaſe while you muſt decreaſe. Pe | 
3. Secure and improve Solitude. In this opulent 
City profeſſors of religion are become exceſſive in 
their “ convivial intercourſe. When a large com- 
pany is invited, the Miniſter is one of the number. 
Here, to raiſe a laugh, he is tempted to repeat his 
trite tales, which have no uſeful inſtruction in 


and 


This teſtimony againſt the conviviality of the age has been conſider- 
ed as highly criminal. I am not hoſtile to convivial intercourſe under 
due regulations, though I view it not in that light which thoſe perſons 
do, who think it neceſſary in order that a Student or Miniſter may 
become acquainted with the world. Alas ha knowledge of the world 
| does not conſiſt in creeping up into the faſhion, as to dreſs and adareſs, 


or its being allowed to dine at the hoſpitable board of a reſpectable 
ttatleſman in the city, nor can it be obtained even by tours to Ma 
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and charity which ſhould adorn his character that 
he retails biting jeſts alſo, which tend to wound 


the reputation of perſons, perhaps, more worthy % 


than himſelf. In theſe feſtive circles, (unleſs you 


have an aſcendant piety indeed,) you cannot often 
do ſo much good, as will compenſate for the da- 
mage you ſuſtain. Invitations in this viſiting age 
wilt occur often; therefore I ſay ſecure ſolitude ; a a 


wiſe man was never formed in ſociety. Your aca- 


demical ſtudies muſt be conſidered as a foundation 


only, on which future diligence muſt rear a ſuper- 


firuQture of uſeful miniſterial knowledge. Im- 
prove your ſolitary hours by reading, meditation, 


_ Srajer, and ſelf-converſe ; ſtudy your own heart, 


obſerve attentively the operations of grace and na- 
ture there, and you will find it a fruitful ſource of 


very uſeful information. Add conſtantly to your 
furniture, or your hearers will ceaſe to reverence 


your underſtanding, and conſequently ceaſe to 
profit by your miniſtry. „„ "my 
4. Confider the conſtitution of the age in which 

ou live. It appears to be :ndifference to all reli- 
gion. The higher orders of men have no concern 
about which is the beſt creed, or what are the beſt 


ate 
or Brighthelmſtone. 1 . 
15 e the world (as a Miniſter of 7) 5h ought to know it) 1s 
to know human nature, in the — Ale of its powers in poli- 


ticks, literature, and religion; to view it in the different ſtages of cul- 
tivation from Barbariſm to Civilization: this knowledge cannot be 
acquired in a croud; but by converſe with the heart, and in ſurveying 
man as diſplayed in the extenſive page of hiſtory; by ſtudying the 
Seriptures with humble diligence, and earneſt prayer to God. 


= 
fornis of worſhip ; but the conteſt is, ſhall we have 
any religion or none at all. * | 
Find out the ſnares of profeſſors in the preſent 


age, eſpecially of thoſe who reſide in London; 


and view ſtill more particularly the dangers of 
| your own circle. Do not fiſh for faults; but 
frown upon a tale-bearer. Yet give diligence to 


know the tate of thy flock, and liſten (but with 
_ prudence) to that bird in the arr, whole voice will 


tell the matter, Eccleſi. x. 26. 


5. I ſhall add to the foregoing directions 4 Cauk 5 


tion. This ſeems neceſſary as you are ſituated in 
London. Avoid a pariy ſpirit. The religious 


World has been crumbled into endleſs diviſions. 


I divulge no ſecret when I ſay, © There are parties 
formed amongit the Miniſters “ with whom you 
will have a call to aſſociate. Be friendly with all; 
but moſt ftiendly with thoſe in whom you perceive 
moſt of the truth and temper of Chriſt. Never 
become a party-man ; it will diſturb your tran- 
quility of mind. You will be betrayed into the 
fin of railing and evil-ſpeaking; (the guilt of 
which is not ſufficiently conſidered.) Allow others 


the right of private judgment. As a Diſſenter you 
Lo ” C claim 


This appellation was in my Notes, but that I might not appear to 
inſult any preſent, I ſubſtituted the word per/ons in its room, in the 


public delivery, which well-intended ſubſtitution, has brought on me 


much cenſure, it being ſaid, that I traduced the rel:gious Society over 


which the Miniſter was ordained, by repreſenting them as divided and 


contentious ; the contrary was and is my view of that united and truly 
reſpectable community. I meant as is faid above, a party ſpirit among 


the Miniſters, which is too notorious to want proof; and ſome of the 
moſt eminent for learning and piety amongſt them, I have heard la- 


ment the narrow and pitiful ſpirit of their Brethren. 


It gives me pleaſure that evidences of liberal knowledge, increaſe : 2 


| amongſt the laity in general: which will prevent the bad effects of 


that ſpirit which makes fallible men aſſume the right of judging for | 
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claim it yourſelf, Avoid then a circumſcribed 
ſpirit. It is in general, a badge of ill breeding, 
Ignorance, pride, envy, and a grovelling piety. 


III. I ſhall conclude by mentioning ſome mo- 
tives which may excite your attention to what our 
text recommends _ | ” 

1. The imporiance of the work in which you are 
engaged. You cannot but be impreſſed with a ſenſe 
of its importance, when you conlider whoſe autho- 
rity gives you commiſſion, Matt. xxviil. 19, 20. 
Whom do you perſonate when diſcharging the du- 
ties of your office? 2 Cor. v. 20. Conſider the 
great things depending on every ſermon, IIa. Iv. 

V | 

2. Your own comfort depends on the attention 
you pay to this advice. You will have no evidence , 
ol perſonal religion, unleſs in your work you aim 
at the approbation of God, Gal. i. 10. For / yet 

| pleaſe men I ſhould not be the ſervant of Chriſt,” 
What comfort can that Miniſter have who preach- 
ing to others has dreadful forebodings of being 
| himſelf a caſtaway! Your peace of mind cannot 
be preſerved, but by feeling that you have only 
one to pleaſe, that One is our Maſter, even Chriſt.” 


others; and arrogate to themſelves the authority of legiſlators, in reli- 
ious decorum, to the diſhonour of HIM, who is King in Zion, and 
th only Lord of Conſcience. _ . 1 | 
Here the words of the elegant and judicious Paley, in his principles 
of Moral and Political Philoſophy, will apply with a little alteration. 
In revelation we have fundamental principles to refort to, which 
known, will prevent our underſtandings from being played upon by 
cant phraſes and unmeaning terms, of which party-men poſſeſs a voca- 
bulary. We appear aſtoniſhed when we ſee the multitude led away 
by ſounds : but we ſhould remember that if ſounds work miracles it 
is always upon ignorance. The influence of names is in exact propor- 
won to the want of knowledge.“ | RE Tra 
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A ſupreme regard to him will make you eaſy at 
heart amid the various opinions and cenſures of 
men. Your cloſe attention to this reaſonable 1 in- 
junction, will contribute to your comfort, as it 


will znfure ſucceſs. The efficacy of miniſterial la- 
bour 1s from God. Nevertheleſs as he works ac- 
cording to an eſtabliſhed order, where he has be- 
ſtowed ſuch aims and excites ſuch endeavours as 


our text recommends, it is with a deſign to give 


ſucceſs. A liberal, important, particular, and 
faithful miniſtry, will be fruitful. Let thoſe Mi- 
niſters whoſe want of viſible ſucceſs may, incline 
them to diſpute this ſentiment 7ry, and th: y ſhall 
not be diſappointed ; but bring in a fair harveſt of 
ſouls to Chriſt. 


. Remember the folemn account you are to 


give to God of your aims, preparations, and per- 
Formances, as a Miniſter, Ezek. iii. 18, 19. What 
a reward of honor and felicity awaits the faithful 
Miniſter of Chriſt! From amid the vaſt aſſembly 
that ſhall encompaſs the Throne of God at the day 
of final retribution, may we not conceive voices 
uttering acknowledgments like thele ? There is 


the Minſter whole t tongue, under the influence of 


the Spirit, ſpake to our hearts. His awful admo- 
nitions awakened us; his tears melted us; his ar- 
guments perſuaded us; his cordials comforted us: 
yea, by his :ndeutiions, entreaties, and example 
(under Chriſt) we were progures for and condutted 
to all this glory.” 


Jeſus Chriſt, on the other hand, will publicly 


oven ſuch faithful workmen, and acknowledge; 
that with approbation he beheld them men of holy 
Urife, valiant for the Truth. I ſaw your tears, 
C 2 your 
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your b nights, your trembling knees i in wy 
fanQuary, and heard your prayers, Receive from 


my hands this Crown of Life. In a world of ſin, 
you turned many to righteouſnels. Therefore 


ſhine as ſtars 1 in the firmament for ever me ever.” 
. 


4. Receive the word of enhanmtion my 1 
ther, that this congregation, theſe venerable Mi- 
niſters, and yourſelf may reflett with pleaſure on 
the ſolemnities of this day, and have no reaſon to 
lament, laying, „The former days were better 


than theſe.” Good days have been known here in 


your worthy predeceſſors time. Dr. Gibbons though 


dead yet lives in the memory and affeftions of not 


a few; and compariſons will be made. 

be beſt wiſh my affection can diftate for you 
is, that you may be like him, in purity, benevo- 
lence; and fidelity; and that you may finiſh. your 
courſe with a reputation as unblemiſhed as his; and 


in your laſt moments be looking as he did, for ever- 
Taſting life, © not as a profitable lervant, but as a 


faved. „ 

Will not this Congregation, ſpeRators of the 
ales of this day's ſervice, ſenſible of the utility 
and importance of your undertaking, add their 
ſinttion to your coOmmuUnon and pray for your 


Jucgels ? 


My friends, give me leave to ene the 
words of Sau; (addreſſed to the ſtripling fon. of 
Jelſe, when about to meet the formidable Gohah) 


as very ſuitable to expreſs what I dare ſay you feel 


on this occaſion: “Go, and the Lord be with 


_ thee.” Amen. 1 4d. 50 and. the Fe be vith . 
| 8 A. 
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The following Account of the Wz1cn-Hovss 
_ Cnanrry-Scaoor, inſtituted in the year 1780, 
with the Rules, are ſubjoined to this Charge, 
publiſhed for its Benefit; with a view to ſtimu- 
late other Congregations to follow the example : 
which may ſerve the intereſt of ſome poor more 
extenſively, than the Sunday-Schoots, without 

ſuperceding them with reſpett to others, 


T HE deplorable i ignorance, almoſt eniverſally 
diſcovered amongſt the children of the lower 
_ claſs of people, notwithſtanding the variety of cha - 
ritable Inſtitutions for the prevention thereof in 
this metropolis; added to the conſideration of the 
importance of knowledge even to the meaneſt mem- 
her of ſociety; have induced a number of Ladies, 
to unite in forming a School, for the reception of 
poor female children, from nine years of age and 
upwards. Their preſent deſign is, that the ſaid 
children may be taught to read, inſtruQted in the 
principles of the chriſtian religion, by learning the 
Aſſembly's Catechiſm, and to work at their 
Needles; by which means they may, under the 
divine blefling, be reſcued from the many awful 
conſequences attending ignorance and idleneſs, 
and he fitted for filling up their ſtations, as honeſt 

and uſeful members of the community. 

The Society, in order to induce the induſtrious 

poor to ſend their children to ſchool, have farther 

undertaken to provide them with outward garments, 

that they may make a decent appearance on the 

Sabbath; when they are conſtantly required to . 
e 5 | 1eng.. 


tay 


tend public worſhip, at the weigh-Houſs Meet: 
ing Eaſtcheap. 

The Society have upwards of twenty children 
now in the School, and they truſt that ſome conſi- 
derable benefit has Arendy attended the inſtruc- 
tions given them. 

When it is conſidered that one principal cauſe of 
the profligacy of the preſent age is owing to igno- 
rance, and that the beſt way to reform the lower 
claſs of people, is by propagating the principles 
of uſeful knowledge amongſt them---when the im- 
portance of the poor, as members of civil ſociety, 
and of their temporal and eternal welfare, is fur- 
ther conſidered; certainly ſuch Inſtitutions as the 
preſent, claim the moſt liberal encouragement, 
from thoſe who profeſs themſelves chriſtians. 
In ſhort, the nature and deſign, of the WEICH. 


Hovsz Cneniry School, carry with it ſo many 


marks of utility, public and private, that it is un- : | 
© neceflary to offer any further arguments to thoſe _ 
ho have the welfare of the community at heart, to 


induce them to encourage, by their ſupport and 
| advice, ſuch important Inſtitutions. 

The particular Rules of the Society, which fol- 
low this account, will more fully explain the nature 
of: us ra Inſtitution. . 
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| 5 be every Lady who ſubſcribes One W 
per annum, ſhall in her turn, (if ſhe think 
Proper) nominate a child for admiſſion. Every 
Subſcriber of Two Guinea: two children, and 


0 in , 
"In hes 


II. That the children be cloathed with new out- 
ward garments once a year. Any parent tak 


# ing away his or her child, before the expiration” 7 


ok twelve months, ſhall return the clan 40; . 
"4 the Governels. 3 


III. That every ſcholar being abſcns two | . ys. 
without giving a ſatisfactory reaſon, ſhalſ be 
reprimanded by the Governeſs, and afterthe - 
third offence ſhall be no longer conſidered as 
under the patronage of the Society. 


. That the School- hours be from nine o'clock in 
the morning, till twelve.----And from ww 
o'clock in the afternoon, till five. Onl | 
ſtated half holiday in the week (Saturday 43 # 

ncon, ) and one week's holidays, at Whitſun- 

tide and Chriſtmas. : 


v. That every child do work for the Ladies who 
ſubſcribe in rotation. 


* VI. That the children meet in | thi School 1 
every Lord's day morning, at a quarter before 


/ 


ten o'clock, and at two o'clock in the after-. 


wu, noon, in order to walk with the Governeſs to 


the Meeting, at the Weigh-Houle, to attend % 


* worſhidß. | OR, 5 
there be a meeting of the Subſcribers 1 


uarter day at the School Room (if on a 
Sabbath day, then on the day following) for 


the purpoſe of inſpetting the affairs of the = 


Society, and making any alterations that may 
- thought neceſſary. 


